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Committee for a Better Environment 

Fishnet Restaurant, College Park 

July 27, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

Members    Present   Absent  

 

Suchitra Balachandran          X          

Matt Dernoga      X       

Karen Garvin      X 

Susan Keller      X 

Janis Oppelt       X          

Kennis Termini            X                      

Donna Weene       X                   

 

Guests Present:  Steve Beavers, City Liaison; Sheryl DeWalt, Contract Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07pm by Ms. Oppelt. 

 

1. Review and approval 6/22/15 meeting minutes 

 

 Ms. Oppelt made a motion to approve the draft minutes from the June 22, 2015 meeting 

with the one correction stated.  Mr. Dernoga seconded the motion.  All in favor; no opposed. 

 

 

2. Budget  

 

 Mr. Beavers reported that the cost of the bench and the tree bags and dog stations would 

be funded from the FY 2015 budget.  The budget for FY 2016 is $11,000. 

 

 Ms. Weene asked for $150 for the Girl Scouts for the College Park Woods pool planting 

project.  Ms. Oppelt made a motion to spend $150 for this project.  Mr. Dernoga seconded the 

motion. All in favor; no opposed. 

 

 

3. Ongoing Business  

 

a. Green Awards.  The awards are being advertised through the website and on the 

Municipal Scene.  Mr. Beavers stated he will also get it on the tv channel.  Ms. 

Oppelt will also share the information with the Civic Association Presidents and 

workshop attendees.  These awards will be given out at College Park Day at the 

end of September. 



b. Permaculture.  The weeding must be done on a regular basis, perhaps once every 

two weeks.  Mr. Beavers will reach out to the community service department at 

the University of Maryland to see if they are interested in helping.  A date needs 

to be set for the second phase of planting.   

c. Community Garden.  There are currently 20 garden plots and 19 have been 

rented.  On Tuesday evening, July 28, there will be free wood chips for placing on 

the gardens.  Just a reminder that all plots should be cleaned by mid-December.  

d. Quiet Lawns initiative.  Ms. Garvin presented her research and a proposal for 

noise ordinance compliance.  There was a suggestion that sample ordinances of 

surrounding communities, e.g., Takoma Park, are researched to help write a 

proposal to be presented to City Council.  Information can also be placed on the 

CBE website.  The decision was made to table this discussion and revisit at the 

September meeting. 

 

4. New Business 

a.   Tabled discussion on creating a Facebook page/social media page. 

b. Bill Gardiner, Assistant City Manager, made a suggestion to purchase a movie 

“Inhabit” about permaculture. The cost is $100.  Ms. Weene made a motion to 

spend $100 for the movie.  Mr. Dernoga seconded the motion.  All in favor; no 

opposed. 

c. Mr. Dernoga is having a solar panel party on September 26 working with Solar 

City.  He asked for an endorsement from CBE and permission to use the logo on 

the flyer.  It was determined that permission cannot be granted. 

d. On August 11 at the Greenbelt Library there will be a film on Fracking followed 

by a discussion. 

e. The Maryland chapter of the Sierra Club is working on a Zero Waste Program and 

would value any assistance. 

 

 

5. Next meeting date  

 

 The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday, September 28, 2015 at 7:00pm.   

 

A motion was made by Ms. Weene to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Ms. Oppelt. The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

Minutes recorded and submitted by Sheryl DeWalt, Contract Secretary   

  

 

 

 



 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 







 

 

  

 

 


